CLLR MARY WALSH - REPORT TO STEATLEY PC MEETING 11.03.2024
Sharpenhoe to Barton Footpath
I noted the footpath from Sharpenhoe to Barton was on the works list for delivery this quarter - which should mean before April, as I noted that the work programme had indicated that was due to take place before the end of this financial year.  That doesn’t look too likely as it hasn’t begun. 
I have a meeting booked for 13th March with Highways to discuss this year’s works programme in our Ward  – so I will raise it with them then.  I have a memory of seeing something concerning issues re land ownership for some stretches – you may know if these have been overcome and any information you can supply me with would be helpful. 
Streatley Road & M1-A6 Link Road
I had, yet again, raised the Streatley Road safety issues with Highways last year (completely new team involved so no previous background in considering the options) and the following response was received in December.  
The proposal for a roundabout was not possible to take forward and I asked that they at least require the hedging of the corner house to be further cut back. This is the response I received in December after some further in depth appraisals had been carried out.
We have looked at various options to make junction improvement at this location, but it seems that due to the layout of the road we are not able to progress this further. The reason being that the turning circles which are required for the large HGV's is not feasible to make road safety improvements ( the radius is too sharp or tight for large HGV's). 
 
The response from our consultant was that it was not feasible to do any scheme at the current time, until the link road from the A6 to M1 is built.  Once this link road is in place, then we can look to introduce weight limits for HGVs in this road and junction. 
 
The statement we received from our consultant is shown below for your information. 
 
The choice of the designer currently is to not make any changes. Soon the M1-A6 link will be built which will enable the council to increase or introduce more area weight limits as has been the intention since the last batch were installed in about 2015. At that point, meaningful changes in physical geometry could be undertaken once any traffic changes and restrictions had settled down. Any changes introduced at that point could make the geometry tighter than it could be now due to further restrictions on vehicle usage and movements.
 
During the interim period, I have asked our area team to contact the property owner to cut back the overgrown hedge to make the footway more accessible and safer for pedestrian usage.
M1 – A6 Link Road -  The Council continues to support the delivery of this road and is also aware that costs have risen considerably with delays and rising inflation.  The current position is that the Council would not be willing to pass the burden of the balance of funding the scheme to residents.  The funding provided by the Department of Transport remains in place and negotiations are ongoing in respect of the balance required.
Budget – Council Tax rises
You may be aware that CBC, as with many other Councils, has had to find ways of ensuring a balanced budget while addressing a large shortfall in funding. Some significant cuts to expenditure have had to be made in order to continue to provide statutory services.  Having achieved a balanced budget, we are not in the position of some Councils in having to declare themselves insolvent.
Lack of an increase in Council Tax last year during a period of high inflation, had left a significant hole in the budget.  This year a Council tax rise of 4.99% has been agreed - 2% of which is required to be made for adult social care. 
Significant savings had to be looked for across the board.  However, I can assure you there are no cuts to Council’s bus subsidies as has been heavily rumoured.  In fact, I joined the Executive member for Sustainability in a meeting to discuss plans for improvements to bus services and the providers plans for the future.  The Council is looking at resourcing government grants to enable bus services to be improved and better integrated across the County and beyond, but do need the support and co-operation of our providers.
Any ideas or suggestions from the Parish Council and or residents would be welcomed.
The least popular savings within the Budget, are the introduction of a charge for Green Waste and removal of supply of bags for the food waste bins.  However, any bags can now be used for this purpose and they will be separated out and recycled by the contractor. Lining the caddy or bin with paper is an alternative option.
The charge for Green Waste has been introduced as this service is not a statutory requirement.  It is worth noting, that those who do not use the service – including residents of flats – are paying through their rates for a service they don’t receive.  The current service will remain the same in terms of collections, and all details of how this will work and payments made, will be given within the Council Tax bills notification letters to be delivered shortly.
On the positive side, there will be a free doorstep glass collection for all of Central Bedfordshire introduced by March 2026 and we have already introduced and enabled the Podback scheme – which is totally free to both residents and Central Beds Council. All types of coffee pods can now be easily recycled from home.
The Local Plan – CBC have embarked on the production of a new local plan and I hope you did attend one of the online or live engagement events with Town and Parish Councils.  You should have received a invitation and all details via email notification from CBC.  There is an online platform called CommonPlace where you can input your overall comments, put pins in maps to identify an area that you want to comment on, highlight etc.  Put forward infrastructure requirements etc.  Please let me know or contact CBC if you don’t have a link to that. 
Cllr Mary Walsh
  




 

